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BLACK HAWK TRAGEDY — TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Veterans Issues) [2.25 pm]: Saturday marked the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Black Hawk tragedy in which, on 12 June 1996, 18 Australian soldiers lost their lives in the 
Australian Defence Force’s worst peacetime aviation accident. I first wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge 
my colleague the member for Willagee, Hon Peter Tinley. I note that the member for Willagee served 17 of his 
25 years in the Army with the Special Air Service Regiment as both a trooper and a squadron commander, and 
I share the honour of having served with him in the counterterrorism squadron of the Special Air Service Regiment 
here in Perth. 
Although the incident occurred in Townsville in Queensland, this tragedy sent a shockwave through the 
Western Australian community. As Western Australia is the home of the Special Air Service Regiment, the 
Western Australian public has always embraced the operators and their families, and recognised the role they have 
and continue to provide to ensure that the nation and community are protected from the highest-level of threats. 
The incident occurred while carrying out a counterterrorism training operation, with two Black Hawk helicopters, 
numbers 1 and 2, colliding as they made their approach to the target area. On the night of the incident, the Black Hawks 
were flying in close formation and carrying members of the SASR. Being a live exercise, the helicopters were 
flying without lights and were being flown using night-vision goggles. The SASR personnel on the helicopters 
were carrying live ammunition. This proved to be a further danger following the crash. Upon hitting the ground, 
many suffered injuries. In the confusion following the incident, survivors from Black Hawk 2 scrambled from their 
burning helicopter, with several returning to rescue their comrades. As the two helicopters burned, these brave 
soldiers were joined by Army staff on the ground who had been involved in the exercise, and they entered the 
wrecks and pulled their comrades from the flames. All the while, live ammunition that had been carried by SASR 
operators was detonating around them from the heat of the burning Black Hawks. I acknowledge the heroism and 
professionalism of these soldiers in those moments leading up to and following the crash. The ongoing scars, both 
internal and external, are to this day carried by the survivors and families. 
On this twenty-fifth anniversary, I ask that all members take time to reflect upon the sacrifice and bravery of these 
soldiers and the continuing role that serving members of the SASR provide in protecting the freedoms of all Australians. 
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